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THE 


NEW CREATURE, Ke. 


II. Cor. v. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. 


Therefore, if any man be in Chriſt, he is a nei crea- 
ture : old things are paſſed away ; behold all things 
are become net. — And all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath 
given to us the miniſtry of reconciliation ;—To wit, 
that God was in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto 
bimſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them ; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.— 
Now then wwe are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
God did beſeech you by us : we pray you in Chriſt's 
ſtead, be ye reconcilgd to God ; for he hath made 
him to be fin fer us, who knew no fin, that we 
might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. 


I appears probable from the 13th verſe fore- 
going the text, that Paul and his fellow apoſtles, 

had been charged by ſome in the fulfilling of their 
npoſtleſhip with reverie, or what ſome call, as it 
appears in thoſe that profeſs faith in Jeſus, and con- 
oo * fels 
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fels his name only for ſalvation, by the name of en- 
thuſiaſm ; not that there is no erroneous enthu- 
ſiaſm, but true faith and godlineſs has its name im- 
| poſed upon it by divers, Hence thoſe that are 
infidels, as to confidence and rejoicing in the blood 
of Jeſus, as of a lamb without ſpot, offered by the 
Eternal Spirit to God, as having obtained eternal 
redemption for us, account thoſe that have attained 
to the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, 
above all fear, doubt, or miſziving, to be mad, 
mifled, &c, &c. 

Moſt likely this charge was brought by the 
Judaiſing teachers, or ſome of their caſt among the 
Corinthians; for, ſaith the apoſtle, whether we be 
beſide ourſelves it is to God, or whether we be 
ſober it is for your cauſe. Which I would thus pa- 
raphraſe : If we be beſide ourſelves or extravagant, 
itis to God, ſo merits no cenſure ; becauſe, concern- 
ing the riches and freeneſs of his grace in Chu iſt 
Jeſus, which cannot poſſibly be exceeded in its 
worth and value, by expreſſion concerning it, there 
being no poſſibility of going beyond bounds, or ex- 
ceeding its dimenſions; for the riches of his grace 
are unſearchable !—If we be ſober, it is for 
your cauſe.—If we ever be according to your 
eſtumation more within bounds or limits in 
our expreſſions in the preaching of reconciliation, 
it is for your cauſe, becauſe you are as babes, and 

carnal 
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carnal, needing milk, and not able to bear meat, 
1 Cor. 1ii. 1, 2. Not that the apoſtles conſented any 
way for the ſake of accommodation to any part of the 
Judaiſing teachers doctrine; for as one of the infal- 
lible witneſſes of God, Paul, curſed them, as deceiv- 
ing heretics, ſaying, Though we, or, an Angel 
ſrom Heaven, preach any other goſpel unto you, 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accurſed. But the ſobriety here noticed, which 
the Apoſtle admits, he and his fellow Apoſtles 
might be ſometimes more attentive to, in their 
manner of addreſs, as compaſſionating the puerility 
andi uncultivated ſtate of their hearers, and thoſe 
inſtructed by them. He and they practiſed from 
mere neceſſity, on account of their hearers, ſpeaking 
unto them as children, in children's language, endea- 
vouring if by any means they might contribute to 
their growth and advancement in the knowledge of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to their in all things tending” 
towards the fulneſs of the ſtature of a man in Chriſt _ 
Jeſus, beholding that ſtate with encreaſing brightneſs 
and glory, wherein we are holy and without blemiſh, 
before all the fulneſs of God. ano 
In the 14th verſe the Apoſtle renders a reaſon 
by they were ſo lavith and unſparing in expreſſion 
as ſome deemed them, vea, ſuppoſed them to be 
beſide themſelves; that their harangues were the 
wild random ſallies of madneſs. For this he ac- 
A4 counts 
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counts, ſaying, for the love of Chriſt conſtrainerh 
us, beca'ile we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead.—The loving kindneſs that he, 
as Immanuel, has manifeſted towards mankind, 
coi ſtraineth us thus to ſpeak and exult in extacy 
and rapture in higheſt tranſport. How ſhould it 


not ? for we thus judge, that if one died for all, then 


were all dead. If this paſſage be taken in the form 
ic lies in our preſent tranſlation, ben it muſt be 
meant to convey to our minds, ideas of the great, 
unſprakable, all-ſurpaſling love and bounty of God 
towards us, in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt 
died for us. When dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, un- 


der ſentence of condemnation, obnoxious and doomed 


to death as tranſgreſſors, even then, Jeſus, upon 
whom our tranſgreſſions met as our head, in our na- 
ture, redeemed and quickened us, made us alive, 
and raiſed us up, from all that ſtate of death and 
condemnation in himſelf. 

But perhaps it may be no way inconſiſtent with 
the connection of the paſſage, to tranſlate Ei eis uper 
pantwn apethanen, ara oi pantes apethanon. If 
one died for all, then have all died®, in that death of- 
his unto fin, He being the head and repreſentative 
of all in human nature. However, the ſentiment 


To this manner of 4ranſlating it, the celebrated Hervey faid, “1 
have no objeftion,” Set Theron and Aſpaſio, page 146, Dialogue 4th, 


is 
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is ſcriptural ; and hence it is, that we are called upon 
to reckon ourſelves dead indeed unto ſin, but alive 
unto God, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. 
vi. 11. And hence it is that the Apoſtle adds in 
the 15th verſe before the text, and he died for all, 
that they which live ſhould not henceforth live unto 
themſelves, but unto him which died for them and 
roſe again. Account themſelves buried with him by 
baptiſm into death, and riſen with him through the 
FAITH OF THE OPERATION OF GOD, and act accord- 
ingly, Romans, vi. 4, Coloſſians, ii. 12. Trar 
FarTH which God has revealed, as a real fact and 
true matter ; which thing exhibited or revealed, is 
revealed, as his OPERAT1ON, which he wrought in 
Chriſt when he raiſed him from the dead, Epheſians, 
1, 20. And hence it is likewiſe, perhaps, that the 
Apoſtle faith, ver. 16, wherefore henceforth know 
we no man after the fleſh, becauſe Chriſt died for 
ALL, Gentile as well as Jew, every individual of 
Adam's race; andin his death for them, they are 
all dead indeed in law unto fin, and alive unto 
God, in him, as riſen from the dead, for their juſti- 
fication, buried with him in his baptiſm of ſuffer- 
ings, into death, and raiſed in him to a ſtate of life 
and immortality ; wherefore we do not reckon on 
eſteem of any man, (as if the Apoſtle had faid,) as 
in an unredeemed ſtate ſo excluded the benefit of 
the goſpel, as in the ſtate of condemnation by the 
diſobedience of the firſt man; becauſe Jeſus died for 
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their fin, and roſe again for their juſtification. As 
free from ſin, over whom death as he is our head and 
furety, has no dominion. This however is a Scripture 
truth, he having by himſelf purged our ſins, having 
fim/hed tranſgreſſion, made an end of fin, made 
reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in everlaſt- 
ing righteouſneſs, &c. 

The Apoſtle adds, Yea, though we have known 
Chriſt aſter the fleſh, yet now henceforth know we 
him no more, that is, after the fleſh; [as a Jew, 
&c. or in the ſtate of fin and condemnation by hav- 
ing the ſins of the world upon him, ] for he “ put 
away fin by the facnfice of himſelf.” For he, the 
gon of God, was manifeſted to take away our ſins, 
and in him is no ſin.” Though he had once all fin 
upon him, yet now he is free from all fin, © for in 
that he died, he died unto fin once, but in that he 
liveth, he liveth unto God.” And „ he that is 
dead, js free or juſtified from fin.” And ns is free 
and juſtified from fin, as our head and ſurety; as the 
head of Gentile as well as Jew. Therefure are we 
free, and as free as he is in law before the all- ſceing 
eye of Jehovah. For as he was made fin for #s, he 
alſo. became free from fin for us, for he was not only 
t delivered for our offences, but raiſed again for our 
juſtification.” S0 © by the righteouſneſs of one, the 
free gift came upon all men, to the juſtification of 
life ; therefore, faith the Apoſtle in the text, If 
any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature ; old 

thinzs 
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"things are paſſed away ; behold all things are be- 
come new. 

Jeſus hath made of Jew and Gentile one new 
man in himſelf, So the New CREATURESHIP, is 
an univerſal bleſſing and privilege, common to all 
mankind, But, no man commences the New Crea- 
ture in underſtanding and conſciouſneſs, but the man 
pelieving in Jeſusas his all in all, ; 

The text holds forth a real fact, permanent in 
itſelf, as known and enjoyed in underſtanding and 
conſciouſneſs, by believing, | | 

In treating further on this ſubject, I would pur- 
ſue the following method, 

1ſt, Offer a few thoughts on being in Chriſt. 

2ndly, Obſerve, That by God's being in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world unto himſelf, and not im- 
puting their tranſgreſſions unto them, but making 
him to be fin for them who knew no fin, and 
making them the righteouſneſs of God in him, he 
hath made all things new, and cauſed old things to 
paſs away, made man a new creature, 

3dly, That now reconciliation being made for 
iniquity, the word of reconciliation, as the embaſly 
of God, committed to the Apoſtles, proclaims the 
fact to mankind, as a permanent truth, a thing ac- 
compliſhed for them. And has annexed to it, the 
Apoſtles expoſtulatory addreſs, as that which their 
embaſly ſuggeſted, and their mouths might alſo ex- 
preſs, We pray you in Chriſt's,ſtead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God. : 
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Firſt, When God made man out of the duſt of 
the ground, he made him in his own image, in the 
image of God manifeſt in the fleſh, as to the ſtruc- 
ture of his body, and indeed in thę temper and diſ- 
poſition of his mind. And in his glory and power 
of headthip as a figure, over all creation upon earth. 
Hence Adam is ſaid to be a figure of him that was 
to come, Romans, v, 14. | 

But all the holineſs of nature, and ſtrict rectitude 
of diſpoſition in conformity to the nature of Jeho- 
vah-Man, in the exerciſe of his mind by means of 
Revelation, as a Figure of him who was to come; 
and, as a Believer in him, Man ceaſed to yield upon 
and in conſequence of his renouncing Chriſt as his 
dead, /o long as he renoumced him, in whom alone 
Jchovah dwelt and was revealed to him. 

By man's ſetting up for independence in his own 
perſon, cr by his ſetting up an imagination of his 
own, renouncing Jehovah, at leaſt, as revealed to 
him, in union with manhood as his ALE IM, (tis 
COVENANTERS,) and ſeeking to become his own 
Lain, hearkening to the voice of the ſerpent, 
« Ye ſhall be as Aleim, &c.” he fought to render 
| himſelf by his own deeds, lovely, &c. in the eyes of 
the being he had imagined unto himſelf, and hereby 
renounced his dependance upon, and acceptance already 
in the perſon of the Meſſiah, the MED 1aToR, by virtue 

of relation. And herein was a rebel, a tranſgreſſor, 
2 ſinner; and as ſuch was obnoxious to death, and 
ſo 
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ſo liable to endleſs mortality, or perdition, with 
the whole ſpecie of man contained in him, as 
their firſt parent. Hence it is that we read, « by 
one man ſin entered into the world, and death by fin, 
and ſo death paſſed upon all men; for that, or, in 
whom all have ſinned, Romans, v, 12. 
This labyrinth of woe, into which the nature of 
man fell, Jehovah eternally knew of; for he was 
eternally infinite in knowledge. He knew that 
through a wanton careleſſneſs and incircumſpec- 
tion, through an abuſe of his powers and dignity, 
even man's elevation and glory of ſtation through 
ſuch an abuſe, would generate and hatch the crooked 
enſnaringſerpent—the luſt of independance—PRIDE; 
and that it would neceſſarily bring upon him finally, 
DEATH, as the wages of ſin, in the proceſs of divine 
' 1 holineſs, truth, and juſtice : from the holineſs of 
his nature, and high glory as the Aleim, (the 
Trinity in covenant for man,) whoſe creature he 
was, and unto whom he owed ſubjection. | 
The Fall then was a diſorder and breach in the 
harmony of order, and a thwarting of the divine 
plan of grace, rather than any way helpful there- 
to; but this breach and diſorder in the har- 
meny of order, Jehovah Aleim, in his infinite 
grace, provided for in his infinitely wiſe order; ſo 
that his plan of grace by the event and accident of 
the fall, required no change or alteration to be made 
in jt, to ſuit the circumſtance; of man now fallen, 
and 
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and become a ſinner; for a ſupplement, if I may ſo 
ſpeak, of ſuitable proviſion was eternally attached to 
it by JeHovan, as the TRINITY IN COVENANT 
for man; as a proper and effeftual remedy for 
man's fall, which remedy was the death of the 
Chriſt. And the ordaining of this remedy for the 
removing of fin, may be truly faid to be gracious, 
aswell as the whole eſtabliſhment of grace for man 
in Chriſt Jeſus. That Jznovan, as the TRINITY, 
foreſaw the fall, when he determined to create man 
in the relation to himſelf, in which he did create 
him, and provided for it, cannot be doubted by ſuch 
who conſider him, all-knowing, all-wiſe, and all- 
good ; for upon this ground, it muſt be concluded 
that his view took in all things at once, and graſped 
the whole that ever came to paſs in time, either 
through his abſolute appointment, or by his mere 
ſufferance, &c. for he has no after thought ; he has 
but one time, and that is preſent ; therefore he is 
ſpoken of as calling the things that are not, as 
though they were; and being eternally good, that 
he eternally determined according thereto. 

Upon this plan, and in this view of things, it will 
follow, that Jehovah Aleim did not make man 
firſt, and appoint Chriſt his head after'; that he 


never intended man ſhould have a trial for endleſs 


+ happineſs, by his own obedience firſt ; and that if 
he perſeyered therein, he ſhould with all his poſte- 


rity ſtand individually and perſonally in their own 
obedience 


1 
obedience ſeverally befare him, juſt and holy, and 
be thereby acceptable unto him, and not in and by 
their relation to the mediator Jeſus ; or, if he per- 
ſevered in innocence, that he ſhould at laſt, with 
all, or part, of his puſterity be taken to Heaven, or 
confirmed in innocence upon earth, and ſo conti- 
nue for ever happy, upon the ground of their own 
obedience or holineſs, &c. This fabulous conjec- 
ture“, taken thus groſſly, or conſidered more refined- 
ly, we may confidently conclude was never any part 
of Jehovah's plan concerning man; as to admit 
that it was, would be by conſequence admitting 
him to be changeable, when he is declared to 
be of one mind—the being that changeth not. 

According to the Scriptures, man was even at 
the firſt made in the image of the Aleim, in the 
image of Ixsus, in whom dwelt all the fulneſs of the 
' godhead bodily. Hence we read, © all things 
were created by him, and {or him,” Coloſſians, i. 
16. And that © God created all things by Jeſus 


* Of man's being any wu happy upon the ground of his 
own obedfence, and not by virtue of his relation to Jeſus. 
Indeed his obedience and innocence was conformity to him, 
becauſe he was already accepted in him, as his elder brother, 
head, &c. It is not denied, had man continued in this faith 
and conformity, that he would have undergone at laſt a glori- 
ous change, as he ſhall now, from earthly to heavenly, from 
enĩ mal to ſpiritual, to be © as the angels of God. And whe- 
ther his place, as well as his ſtate would not have been changed, 


if to be changed now, Query. | 
Chriſt,* 
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Chriſt,” Epheſians, iii. 9. Man then in his firſt 
ſtate, innocence,” mult have been ee upon 
Immanuel. 

As Jehovah is of one mind, he never ſaw | 
man acceptable, nor ever meant for him, to be 
happy and bliſsful, but in and by Chriſt as his head, 
He never meant for man, no not even while in 
* innocence,” to be juſt and holy before him for 
acceptance in law for any Fime, but in the mediator 
by relation— by the man Chriſt Jeſus, the head 
and heir of creation, as one with him. It was ia 
him, in his glory as in God, and God in him, relati- 
onally, that man was lovely and complacent to 
God, hen in innocence, and not from any ema- 
native purity in himſelf, or by any purity any way 
derived by influence that might have and did actu- 
ate his individual faculties, or powers of reaſon, as 
in the knowledge and enjoyment of his Aleim and 
portion—Jehovah Jeſus. And man's adoration 
and worſhip conſiſted even in his “ innocence,” in 
the contemplation of Jeſus !—of Jehovah incarnate! 
even then, at that time, as to his own divine con- 
ſciouſneſs, and 7o be ſo, really and ſubſtantially in 
the fullneſs of time. And man's turning aſide from 
this adoration and worſhip, was his fall. . Ye ſhall 
be as Gods, as Aleim, their own covenanters for 
themſclyes, beforg the eſſence exiſting, and ſo have 
no mediator, &c. &c, was the language of the ſer- 


peat (the devil of pride and independence,) and 
hearkening 
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hearkening to the ſerpent's voice, man did eat of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, a tree of 
that name in the garden of Eden, ſignificant, and a 
figure containing a myſtery. 

This tree, like the ſhewbread or bread of the 
faces in the tabernacle and temple, was ſacred to 
the Aleim, not to be eaten of by.Adam, upon pain of 
death, inaſmuch as it was the tree, by appointment 
&c. of the knowledge of good and evil; holding 
out in emblem to man, that the Aleim was engaged 
 inoath as his protector, &c. without any of his aid 
lo the tree was ſacred to the A'eim, and man muſt 
ſhew his confidence in and dependance upon his 
Creator, by abſtaining from the fruit of this tree, 
thus ſacred, to teſtify hereby his acquieſcence in the 
Aleim's being only engaged for his happineſs, and 
his being ſatisfied with receiving all freely, without 
the conſideration of any thing of his own works, 
his work being only to trult in and love the W 
&c. as already good unto him. . 

But in this honour man did not continue, but did 
eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and 
- ſo hereby renounced Chrilt Jeſus as his head in 
God, and touk his work or engagement into his 
own hand, upon which he becan e obnoxious to 
death, and loſt his firſt glory of headſhip, as a figure 
of Chriſt. His fatal miſtake he ſoon found, nd 
was deeply convinced and filled with fear, know- 
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mg now that he had left a certainty for an uncet- 
tainty, a reality for an imagination, a phantom; 
and was made by it altogether naked, and wore fig 
leaves as an emblem of mourning, and bitterneſs, to 
bewail his lighting, ſelling, and fooling away his 
birth-right, as he now had done, and thereby 
brought death upon himſelf, and all his poſterity, 
which were all then ſeminallv in him. Death was 
the deſert of ſin, and the denounciation ſtanding 
againſt man as found a ſinner ; and not one jot or 
title of it paſſed away, till all was fulfilled. For 
from all the ſin and evil that came in by the fall, 
from all its being and conſequences, from all that 
divine holineſs could avenge for, Jefus has perfectly 
delivered us in law, by his having had the whole 
maſs of ſin and evil, that came in by the fall, upon 
 Simſelf in law, as man's head, in man- nature. The 
whole being, guilt, charge, and puniſhment of fin, 
uus became his, and be was made fin for us, by 
virtue of union of nature with us, being partaker of 
our flefh and blood; and by virtue of the ſame 
relation, where we are members of his body, and 
of his fleſh,.and of his bones, we are made the righte- 
ouſneſs of Godin him. 

That Adam before the fall knew Jehovah Aleim 
in Jeſus, and worſhipped him as his covenant God 
in human nature, worſhipped him as God-man, is 
natural to conclude from the nature of things as 
: | related! 
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related to God, and deducible from the ſcripture. 
That Adam had gathered by information a fund of 
knowledge, that he was keen in perception, and ripe 
of diſcernment, rapidly judging and equitably de- 
termining of things, upon th-ir firſt preſentation to 
the organs of his ſenſes, is evident; witneſs his giv- 
ing names to all cattle, to all manner of beaſts and 
flying fowl, deſcriptive of their ſeveral natures; for 
whatſoever Adam called every living creature, that 
was the name of it. And no doubt the names 
| were all ſignificant, and moſt probably, they were 
ſo as connected in conſonance with, or contraſted 
to his faith and profeſſion. 

Is it not reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Adam had 
not all this knowledge of the creatures, and none of 
their Creator and his own, and his God and portion ?- 
Had he not as great and fair an opportunity for 
knowing him, as his benefactor, guard, and portion, 
as he had of knowing the cattle, beaſt, and fowl, to 
be what they were in nature and temper ? tor did not 
Jehovah Aleim place him in Eden, to dreſs it, and 
to keep it, as a proper book of figures, in the peru- 
ſal of which and creation at large, he might expa- 
tiate upon what he already knew of his maker, by 
his immediate information, and grow therein ? If 
we admit that Adam had any knowledge at all of 
his maker, it muſt be admitted that he knew him 
in his perſon and dignity ; for provided his know- 
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ſedge was genuine, he muſt have known him as he 
was, not as he was not. a 

Did not Jehovah Aleim build Adam a wife out 
of one of his ribs, and bring her viſibly to him, ap- 
pearing to him and her in this nuptial ſolemnization, 
as really as he did afterwards to Abraham, on ano- 
ther occaſion, in the plains of Mamre ? Does not 
the ſacred hiſtory intimate as much, Geneſis, i. 279— 
30. Yea does it not appear plain, that he ſpake to 
them familiarly as a friend preſent with them in 
perſon? Moreover the Scripture informs us, that 
the Aleim bleſſed them, no doubt audibly, that they 
might hear the bleſſing pronounced, as well as fee 


the pronouncer of it. ; 
Adam's ear, no doubt, tried ſounds, as well as his 


eye did objects“; and doubtleſs he and his wife 
underſtood the bleſſing in the light God pronoun- 
ced it, as did Abraham afterwards; for as God is a 
God of order, and not of confuſion, he did not ſpeak. 
unintelligibly to them, but clearly to be underſtood 
and to profit; and if Abraham is allowed to have 
underſtood it, why not Adam ?—The bleſſing with 
which they were bleſſed, was one and the ſame bleſ- . 
ſing, only Abraham, from circumſtances of indi- 
gency, being now mortal, ſeeing the bleſſing an all- 


— His naming every living creature according to their ſeveral 
natures is referred to here. 


ſufficient 
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ſufficient ſupply to his want, even in that ſtate, ſaw 
that in it which Adam did not, neither needed, 
while he was no tfanſgreſſor; to wit, atonement. 
It was a bleſſing of all-ſufficient good to Adam in 
innocence, and he enjoyed it then as ſuch. It was 
a bleſſing of all-ſufficient good to Abraham in the 
mortal ſtate, and he enjoyed it as ſuch. He bleſ- 
ſed both as Jehovah Alcim ; and as there was none 
above him, he muſt have bleſſed them with himſelf, 

as their portion, Then he bleſſed them in Chriſt ; 

for in him dwelleth all the fullneſs of the godhead 
bodily. And the head of every man is Chriſt, and 
in him God hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſ- 
fings, and that according to his eternal choice of us 
in him, Epheſians, i. 3, 4. and he being unchange- 
able, and of one mind, never bleſſed mankind but 
in this one way, with this one bleſſing; one in ſpe- 
cie and nature, but many in the richneſs of variety 

and diverſity, as ſuited to man's neceflity. And 
God's great bleſſing, including all bleſſedneſs to man, 
was his Sow ; yea, all of himſelf in his Son; for 

when God gave us his Sox, he gave us HiMsELF in 

human nature ; for who was Jeſus, but Jehovah 

and man in one perſon, called the Sox of God, as to 
his humanity taken into God, whereby he was the 
only manifeſtation and ſhewing forth of God to man ? 
Hence we read, no man hath ſeen God at any time, 


the only begotten Son, which is in the boſom of the 
B 3 | Father; 
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Father ; he hath declared him, John i, 18. And 
faith Jeſus, I am in the Father, and the Father in 
me ; whoſoever hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father 
alſo, | 
With this b'efſing, God, the Aleim, bleſſed Adam 
when he made him, and directed him to confide in 
it alone, ſaying, of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it; for in the day thou 
eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. And if eating 
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil in Eden, 
was conſtituted ſignificant of independence, and ſo 
rebe lion, it muſt be by the rebellion of indepen- 
dence that Adam fell. And his eating thereof literally 
was an outward ſign of the ſtate of his mind, viz. 
That it was now rebellious, and in the pride of inde- 
pendence. When the faith or religion delivered unto 
him to keep whole and undefiled in the garden of 
Eden, was, that he ſhould reſt in Gop, the ALz1n, 
in manhood, which he was taught, (as well as by an 
immediate ſupernatural revelation) by the fanctifi- 
cation of the ſeventh day as a ſabbath, the body of 
which an infallible expoſitor tells us is of Chriſt, 
Coloſſians, it. 16, 17. That Jeſus was Adam's 
rehgion before the fall, and that he knew him as 
God incarnate, is more than conjecture. Yea, 
we have more than probable authority to conclude, 
that Adam prophecied and ſpoke of Chriſt and the 
church, where he ſaid upon the preſentation of Eve 
unto him, ſhe ſhall be called woman, becauſe ſhe 
Was 
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was taken out of man ; therefore ſhall a man leave 
his father and mother, and ſhall cleave unto his wife, 
and they twain ſhall be one fleſh ; for Paul ſaid, 
when he quoted this paſſage, this is a great myſtery, 
but I ſpeak of Chriſt and the church, Epheſians, 
v. 32. 

In this view of things, it muſt be concluded that 
man waz ever in Chriſt, in a certain ſenſe, having 
his being and exiſtence. by him, as his head, in whom 
all things conſiſt, and that he was created in figure 
and ſhadow in his likeneſs ; but upon renouncing 
Chrift as his head and mediator, he was baniſhed 
out of Eden, being no longer a fit figure of him, in 
the manner he was before, having now rendered 
himſelf mortal by the deciſion of divine juſtice, by 
becoming, in the manner already mentioned, a tranſ- 
greflor, was baniſhed out of Eden. 1 fay, leſt he 
thould think when reclaimed, he continued ſuch a 
figure all one in the ſame manner, notwithſtanding 
his tranfgreſſion, and fo think of inheriting immor- 
tality without the atonement, though now a tranſ- 
greſſor, that there might be no occaſion left, from 
whence he might make any ſuch concluſions, and 
&c. &c. Jehovah Aleim drove him out, Gen. iii, 
22, 23, 24, leſt he ſhould take alſo of the tree of life, 
and eat and hve for ever, in his own conceit and ap- 
prehenſion, without the atonement for his ſin ; by 
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which Chriſt would ha ve been made the miniſter of 
ſin, and Adam deceived, ce. 

Man having now become a tranſgreſſor, he was 
hereby made mortal, and doomed in the ſentence 
and proceſs of law to the total loſs of life, by the 
avengement of divine holineſs. This ſtate of old- 
neſs and decay, man hurled himſelf into by the 
fad, by the tranſgreſſion. All was hereby diſor . 
der and confuſion ! Nothing ſtared in man's face 
now, conſcious of his deception, but ruin and the 
utmoſt horror! But Jehovah eternally foreſeeing 
this event, in his own grace and goodneſs of natura, 
provided for it; and therefore, when he took 
man-nature into himſelf in Jeſus, born of the virgin, 


he tcok it into hiimſelf, in the ſtate that it was in, as 


in the maſs by the fall, as mortal and under ſin. (By 
this obſervation it is not inſinuated, that Jehovah 
would not have taken upon him human nature, if 
man had not fallen; no, but that to recover it from 
the tail, he took it upon him in the ſtate that it was 
in by the fall.) And he taking it into ineffable in- 
finite purity in himſelf, exalted it in purity far ſupe- 
rior in nature and degree to that of the confor.. 
mity of the firſt ſtate, and confirmed it unalterably 
therein in the perſon of Jeſus, ſo he was the holy 
the undefiled, and ſeparate from ſinners. 
But the fate of the nature of man at large, as 
fallen and become mortal, reſtedin law upon Jeſus, 
) : tils 
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till he died unto fin for us, and reconciled us unto 
God by his blood. Hence, ſaith the text, God was 
in Chriſt, reconciling the world unto himſelf; 
whereby the ſtate of oldneſs and fin is done away, 
andi all things are made new. Mankind, as to their 
ſtate of oldneſs and decay, by fin in the fall, are 
made new in Chriſt; are by and in him in hw 
brought ind a new condition, before che eyes of un- 
created holineſs, being in him cleanſed and purged 
from the ſtate of the fall, he having in himſelf finiſned 
tranſgreſſion, made an end of ſin, made reconcilia- 
tion for iniquity, and brought in everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs. And hence is the Apoſtle's argument, 
| therefore if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new 
creature. | 

Mankind eternally were, by Jchovah Aleim's 
eſtabliſhment and plan of grace, in the ſenſe already 
noted, in Chriſt ; nor indeed, in this ſenſe ever were, 
or could, or can be out of him. This was God's 
eternal purpoſe and plan of manifold wiſdom and 
good Pleaſure, concerning man in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Epheſians, i, ix, 3, 10, 11. 

And by virtue of being thus in him, who is 
the beginning of the creation of God, the firſt born 
of every creature, members of his body, of his fleſh, 
and of his bones; by virtue of being thus in him, 
I ſay, we are the new creature. THIS is that 


which affords or gives us the new creatureſhip 
from 
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from all the oldneſs of fin and decay of the fall ; and 
by believing we enter into it as to conſciouſneſs, 
andi enjoy it as our own. Hence, whoſoever be- 
lieveth that Jeſus is the Chriſt, is born of God; 
| and to them gave he power to become the Sons 

| of God, even to them that believe in his name. 
The new creatureſhip then is not a quality com- 
3 municated unto us, as a habit, temper, diſpoſition, 
Kc. as-divers dream; but a ſtate prepared for us 
m Chriſt, which ever ſtands permanent in him, as 
our head, as a condition brought in for us; where 

we are delivered in law before God, from all the 
ſin and evil of the fall, and made holy and clean 
without ſpot from it all. For God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world unto himſelf, &c. making it 
free and clean from all ſpot of. ſin before him by 
the death of his Son ! hereby he made all things 
new, and old things to paſs away. Thus our new 
-creatureſhip ſtands in Chriſt. Hence the Apoſtle 
argues, if any man be in Chriſt, he is a new crea- 
ture. Further, Jeſus having made of Jew and 
Gentile, one new man in himſelf, it muſt be conclu- 
ded that they are not made ſo by their knowledge 
or enjoyment of it; but that they are ſo indepen- 
dent of that; nevertheleſs the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it 
here as of a real fact, permanent in itſelf as known 
and enjoyed, or as ſtood in, as to conſciouſneſs ; 
ſor he was now writing to r profeſſing che 
faith. 
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faith. And whoever ſtands in conſciouſneſs of 
| apprehenſion in Chriſt Jeſus, believing that he 
died for his fins, and was raiſed again for his juſtifi- 
cation, ſtands the new creature in him, and has by 
him in whom he believes a © pure conſcience,” a 
heart ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and the 
anſwer of «© a good conſcience towards God.” — 
He lives now the © new man, © the new creature 
in Chriſt Jeſus ;” lives now in the new ſtate, which 
Chriſt has brought in for him by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf, where there is neither fin, nor death, nor 
curſe, nor hell, nor devil. 

The article of new creatureſhip in Chriſt, 
which I have already touched upon, was ſtated as 
at | 

SEeconD particular, held forth in the text to be 
particularly noticed, in the following form, viz. 
That by God's being in Chriſt, reconciling the 
world unto himſelf, and not imputing their treſpaſſes 
unto them, but making him to be ſin for them who 
knew no fin, and making them the righteouſneſs 
of God in him, he hach made all things new; and 
cauſed old things to paſs away; he hath made man a 
new creature 

The way God, in infinite wiſdom, — to 
his own eternal plan of grace and mercy, took to 
ſave man when loſt in ſin, is here ſet forth. God 


was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, 


making 


46 
making Jew and Gentile one new man in him, cleanſ- 
ing them in him from all the pollution of the fall, 
and ſo making them in him every way — 
cent and lovely in his ſight. 

The world, as ſinful, or in the ſtate of tis fall, 
could not be lovely and complacent to him, but the 
object of his wrath and vengeance in law; but the 
ſin of the world he imputes not to the world; he 
carries not the procedure againſt the world for it, 
but againſt Jeſus ! he, by an eternal eſtabliſhment 
of grace, being head in human nature, head of 
man, as partaker of man-nature ; therefore, accord- 
ing to the rules of equity and juſtice, he who knew 
no ſin, was made ſin for us, and put away our fin, 
(which from his relation to us, became his) by the 
facrifice of himſelf; and hereupon nothing remained 
in the world of mankind, cenſidered in law, unlovely 
or hateful to God; for he eyed them, cleanſed and 
ſanctified from all ſin by the blood of his ſon, and 
altogether righteous in him, even holy before the 
Lord; for in Jeſus the world has perfect ſanctifica- 
tion and cleanſing from all fin, and a preſentation 
in his holineſs and unſpotted purity to God, the 
judge of all. Hence we read, he is the propitiation 
for our ſins, and not for ours only, but for the ſins 
of the whole world. Thus God reconciled the 
world unto himſelf, and delivered it from all fin, by 
the death of Chriſt for it, by his death unto fin for 
3 it, 
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it, and hereby made all things new; for all things 
new are of God, who hath reconciled us unto him- 
ſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, in whom our oldneſs and de- 
cay of ſtate and condition by the fall, as the old 


man and body of fin, is crucified and deſtroyed, 7 
Romans, vi. 6. Oh the victory! the whole ſub- | 
Jeſus on the croſs ! Our ſtate by the fall was that of 


fin, and we as in that ſtate were in law condemned; 
but our ſtate of fin and condemnation became 
Chriſt's, becauſe of his relation to us; he was made 
ſin for us, and bore our ſins in his own body on the 1 
tree, and ſo redeemed us from the curſe of the law, " 
| being made a curſe for us; and fo aboliſhed in | 
himſelf our ſtate and condition by the fall, and 
ſwallowed up all the fullneſs of death in victory, 
and hereby brought in and eſtabliſhed a new ſtate 
and condition for Jew and Gentile in himſelf, in 
which, as included in him, they are declared one 
new man, Epheſians, ii. 15 ; for in that he died, he” 
died unto fin once, but in that he liveth, he liveth 
unto. God, Death hath no more dominion over 
him. Then conſequently it can have no more do- 
minion in law over us, for he died for our fins, and 
was raiſed again for our juſtification; and therefore 
we are called upon to reckon ourſelves dead indeed 
unto ſin; but .alive unto God, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord; for it was our death he died, and it is 


allo 


ſtance and ſum-total of the body of fin, expired with | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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alſo our life he lives, as riſen from the dead: for he 
not only died for us, but lived and appeared in the 
preſence of God for us alſo; as having obtained 
eternal redemption fer us, Hebrews, ix, 12, 24, 
and faith unto us by the goſpel, © I am he that 
liveth and was dead, and behold I am alive for 
evermore ; and becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo, 
and where I am, there ſha!l you be alſo to behold 
my glory.” What have ſaid on this head, may 
be thus recapitulated in ſum. 
Chriſt, before his crucifixion, was made ſin for 


us, and was in our ſtate of fin, which became his; 


which became his by virtue of his relation in nature 
to us, being partaker of our fleth and blood. He 
ſtood thus in our ſtate of ſin in-law, before his cruci- 
fixion ; but he was not ſin; he did not fo ſtand in 
law, after his reſurrection from the dead; for by 
his ſufferings and death, and in his reſurrection, he 
brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs. Before his 
death he was in law conſideration what mankind 
was by Adam's fall ; but by his death he made an 
end of that ſtate, and now lives as our head, and is 
without ſin, which he was not once, when made 
ſin for us. And as he is without ſin in the eye of 
juſtice, having put away ſin by the ſacrifice of him- 
ſelf, ſo we are by him free from fin, in the eye of 
juſtice ; free in law- charge, and imputation ; for 


it was our fin he put away by the ſerifice of him-. 
ſelf, 


( 

felf, and that which he put away cannot remain pre- 
ſent upon us; but that ogly muſt remain upon us 
- which Jeſus brought in, to wit, everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſs; for as by the diſobedience of one man, 
the judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift 
came upon all men to the juſtification of life, 
Romans, v. 18. 

Therefore as he roſe from the dead, in a ſtate 
of freedom from ſin, he being our head, and we his 
members, we alfo roſe in and with him repreſenta- 
tively, free from all the ſtate of fin, being buried 
with him into his death, and in all his ſtate of life 
and immortality, being made the new MAN in him: 
and fo we now ſtand before God as holy and with- 
out blame. 

And apprehending Jeſus as our ALLin ALL, and 
abiding in conſcience in him, we have our hearts 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and retain no 
more conſcience of Jin, as yet to be atoned for, but the 
anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

Believing thus in Jeſus, we ſtand in our new crea- 
tureſhip in him, as pertaining to the conſcience 
before God, which we had of God in Chriſt, per- 
manent before the eyes of his glory, before we 
knew it, or had any apprehenſion of it. So we are 
the new creature, and that in all reality, not by any 
thing 


| = 
thing done by us, or by any thing ſuppoſed to be 
ſupernaturally wrought in us of God, or by an 
implantation of a new nature of holineſs in our fa- 
culties, as divers talk and teach ; but in the perſon 
of Jeſus, by his finiſhed work of redemption ! here 
Jew and Gentile are already made the one new 
MAN! Here mankind are already cleanſed of God! 
As he taught Peter by*the veſſel of the great ſheet 
let down from heaven, Acts, x. 28. and believing 
in his name, they commence the new creature as 
to conſciouſneſs ; as faith the text, if any man be in 
Chriſt, he is a new creature. 
Upon this ground, I proceed to Ae 
TXr1RDLyY, that now reconciliation being made for 
iniquity, the word of reconciliation, as the embaſſy 
of God committed to the Apoſtles, declares the fact 
to mankind as a permanent truth, as a thing done 
for them, and has annexed to it the Apoſtles ex- 
poſtulatory addreſs, as that which their embaſſy ſug- 
geſted, and which their mouths might alſo expreſs : 
we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God, 
When our Saviour ſent out his diſciples to preach 
the word of reconciliation, their commiſſion was, 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the goſpel 
to every creature.” Preaching the goſpel conſiſted 
in preaching peace by Jeſus Chriſt, as Lord of all, 
Acts, x. 36. They preached that God had, accord- 
ing to his eternal plan of infinite graee, now actu- | 
oe} ally 
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ally opened the way in the perſon of Chriſt, in 
which he determined to ſave mankind from ruin 
and deſtruction by the fall, and make them eternally 
glorious. The addreſs and language of the goſpel 
is to mankind peaceful and perſuaſive: © Be ye 
reconciled to God.” It is an embaſſy, a procla- 

mation of peace, which preaches not that which 
may peradventure take place upon the performance 
of certain conditions done by man, nor that which 
ſhall moſt aſured!y take place upon the performance of 
certain conditions, or upon ſome work being wrought 
in man ; but preaches that which has already taken 
place, and which is a permanent fact in itſelf, exclu- 
five of any act or thought of man's at all any way; 
preaches that peace is already made, that man is 
already cleanſed from all his fins before God, and 
that God is moſt completely well pleaſed in man's 
behalf; yea, well pleaſed with man, with man at 
large, in the man Chriſt Jeſus, without any term 
or condition whatever fulfilled by mankind in order 
thereto ary way. 

Of the truth and reality of this doctrine, we are 
aſſured by all the wonderful miracles which Jeſus 
did, and that his apoſtles by him were delegated to 
do in his name, and the gifts of tongues adminiſtered 
by him on the Penticoſt; all theſe things, with 
many others, concur to prove the truth and reality 
of the doctrine he and his apoſtles preached ; and 

Eo Cc he 
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he declared himſelf to be the way, the truth, and the | 
life ; that no man came unto the Father but by him; 
chat he came not into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him might be 
faved ; that he was the life of the world; that he 
gave his life for the life of the world; that he was 
in the Father, and the Father in him; that he came 
not of himſelf, but was ſent of the Father ; that he 
that ſent him was with him, and had not left him 
alone; that he had delivered unto him all judgment, 
and given him power over all fleſh, that he might 
give eternal life to as many as were given him; and 
he had given him the heathen as his inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt parts of the earth as his poſſeſſion. 
So it is written, by the righteouſneſs of one the free 
giſt came upon all men to the juſtification of life. 

The apoſtles declared and preached peace made; 
proclaimed peace, declaring that God had reconci- 
led the world unto himſelf in Chriſt, by making 
him to be ſin for it, who knew no ſin, that the 
world thereby might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him. They declared this a fact, true and 
paſt upon the world. They preached thus the 
remiſſion of ſins, not the poſſibility of the remiſſion 
of ſins, or the way of the remiſſion of ſins only, but 
the remiſſion of fins themſelves, abſolutely and in 
ſull; to wit, that all fin was put away by the ſacrifice 
of n. and that God had thereby acquitted and 
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perfectly juſtified mankind from all the ſtate of fin 
by the fall, and made them all righteous by the 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus. This the apoſtles declared 
and preached every where to mankind, as a perma- 
nent round truth in itſelf. And it was what they 
declared it to be; for God ſpoke by them and he 
cannot lie. And they declared it a real complete 
thing already done; not to be done by any act of 
man's, or by any act of God's wrought upon man ; 
but that which was already completed and done; 
already wrought for mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
declared, and is ſtill declared to mankind, and pro- 
pounded unto them for their belief and reception, 
chat they might therein, nen it, have all joy 
and peace. | 
If it were not a fact and reality in itſelf, if it could 
poſſibly be made void, or diſannulled by unbelief, or 
made true by the belief of it, it would follow that it 
were not true and permanent in itfelf, But to con- 
clude and judge of the premiſes, ſo as to draw ſuch 
an inference therefrom, would be charging God 
fooliſhly, yea, with fooliſhneſs and abſurdity, [which 
for ever be far from us I] for any thing that is pro- 
pounded to be for belief, muſt be either true or 
falſe ; if true, it muſt be true in itſelf, yea and true 
concerning me, if any thing relating to me, whether 
I beheve it or not. If falſe, its being propounded 
10 me, is an impoſition upon me, and offers an 
Ei 
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affront to my underſtanding, becauſe I am required 
to believe that which is not yet true, required to 
believe a falſity. But no man of common honeſty 
propoſes ſuch a thing for belief. No man of com- 
mon ſenſe and conſideration could aſſent to it, pro- 
vided he knew its nature, if propoſed to him; 
and ſhall we think God's ways are inferior to 
man's ? or that he propoſes to mankind for their 
belief and reception, hat he had done for them as 
a truth, which is not ſo concerning them till\they 
believe it? Be it not fo, for how abſurd, how blaſ- 
phemous ! yea, how impoſſible to be; for what 
God propoſes to mankind for their belief, muſt be 
either true or fal ſc, whether believed or not. To 
ſay it is falſe, is ro blaſpheme and make God a liar 
openly, and to ſay it is not true concerning us till 
we belicive it, terminates under cover in the ſame 
thing. For if it is not true concerning us, it is. not 
true in itſelf; for the goſpel in itſelf is relative, 
a declaration of what Jeſus has done for mankind. 
Is it not? and addreſſed and preached to every 
creature for their belief of it, that they may be as to 
eonſciouſneſs, individually happy therein. It muſt 
be true concerning them therefore fince God is true 
who has thus addreſſed them, and ſince they are in- 
dividually blamed and cenſured who believe and 
receiye it not, which they could not in juſtice be, 
if it were not true in itſelf concerning them, in de- 
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daring what God had done for them in Chriſt Jefus. 

And to own the goſpel a declaration to mankind 
of what Jeſus has done for them, and to confeſs it a 
permanent truth in itſelf, and yet ſay it is not true 
to individuals, but as they believe it, is abſurd non- 
ſenſe ; yea, that which is in itſelf impoſſible to be. 
For that which is a true declaration of good done 
for me, is the declaration of a fact, which can- 
not be made falſe by my unbelief, nor true by my 
belief of it. 

That the goſpel is ſuch a declaration of good 
done for mankind, as that which J have hinted, and 
that it is addreſſed and directed to mankind indivi- 
dually, is evident from the Scriptures which I have 
already noticed, holding forth the manner of the 
preaching of the Apoſtles, which contained a decla- 
ration to mankind of God's great goodneſs exerciſed 
unto them in Chriſt Jeſus; and that he had in 
him cleanſed them from all their ſins, and made 
them all lovely and acceptable unto himſelf in his 
perſon. | 

The goſpel then preached to every creature, is 
nothing leſs than a declaration of a real fact; — that 
God is at peace with mankind ; that Jeſus bore 
their ſins and endured their curſe on his own body 
on the tree, and fo reconciled them, and brought 

them home and nigh to God ;—that God hath 
freely juſtified mankind from all fin by the redemp- 
tion 
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tion which is in Chriſt Jeſus. And be it remem- 
bered, that the ſame embaſſy by which the apoſtles, 
as God's embaſſadors to the world, addreſſed their 
hearers, that the ſame embaſly, I ſay, addreſſes us 
now, and ſhall continue to addreſs mankind down 
through all ages for ever; but not as in the 
mouths of any of our cotemporaries, who may pre- 
ſamptiouſly arrogate unto themſelves, the name of 
- ambaſſadors, though immured in an exalted func- 
tion and dignified ſtation of human eſtabliſhment 
made ſacred by cuſtom, or in the mouths of ſuch 
who may not for convenience profeſs, but zealouſly 
and ſincerely though ſuperſticiouſly, and miſtakenly 
contend for an immediate inſpiration, appointment, 
or call of God to preach the Goſpel beſtowed upon 
them; but the embaſly addreſſes us as the voice of 
the Lord Jehovah in Chriſt by the mouths of the 
Apoſtles, or by their ſpeeches commitred to writing 
and extant in the ſcriptures of truth. Since then 
there has been no ambaſſador of God ſent with a 
meſſage to mankind, Many may have ſpoken 
well of their embaſly, and zealouſly oppoſed thoſe 
who would corrupt it; but God ſent his laſt meſ- 
ſage tothe world, (till the time of the reſtitution of 
all things,) by the Apoſtles ; and every man now, 
knowing the ſalvation of God, has as much right 
and warrant to ſpeak of it, for edification, provided 
he has fuitable abilities and hearers, as any citizen 

has 


1390 
has to glory in his privileges, and ſpeak of them, 
or to ſtand up for his own and his fellow citizens 
rights when invaded. 

And the embaſly of God, extant in the Scriptures, 
declares to us all the fulneſs of grace, pardon, and 
juſtification from all ſin by the redemption which is 
in Chriſt Jeſus, not propoſing or offering pardon 

and juſtification for intereſt therein, by fulfilling 
| ſome term or condition, either great or ſmall ; but 
declaring to us, and to all untverfally, that their ſins 
are all atoned for and pardoned, and their perſons 
juſtified and holy to God in Chriſt. Declaring this 
true (whether believed or not,) in order that it may 
be believed and rejoiced in, and it is in itſelf free 
and open forall, and mankind having the capacity 
of common ſenſe, is under no natural incapacity to 
receive it. Neither is there any barrier left in the 
way of any one that hears it, to object againſt or 
refuſe being happy in the joy and comfort which ir 
holds forth, as wanting fitneſs, meetneſs, or any 
qualification to prepare him for its addreſſes; for ic 
addreſſes fallen man as he is in all the fulneſs of its 
import, aſſuring him of God's goodneſs, and eternal 
plan of grace in Chriſt Jeſus. 
| Suppoſe he is conſcious of his ſins, it meets him 
in ſuitableneſs, and aſſures him that all his fins are 
put away; or if he is ſelf-righteous and haughty, 
through ignorance, it informs him of a perfect 
C 4 righte- 
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righteouſneſs for him, which alone will bear boaſting 
in, in the Son of God; in which only God eyes 
him for acceptance, and perſuades him withallargu- 
ment to ſubmit to it, as the only juſtifying righteouſ- 
neſs upon earth, while it aſſures him, that every 
other object of confidence is under God's higheſt 
cenſure. Or if even he is ſtupid in ignorance, or 
entirely taken up and engaged in the things of 
time and ſenſe, as if there were not a greater good, 
than the gratification of the ſenſual appetite in 
all its cravings (by innurement) of mordinacy 
and irregularity, It meetFeven ſuch a one, I ſay, 
in the midſt of his diſſipationgabuſe, and extrava- 
gance of paſſion, and puts on the form of wonder 
and ſurprize, as agitated. by the ſubject it contains, 
and the good news it has to relate, even to ſuch 
while it looks him hard and broad in the face, (as 
diſapproving of his preſent purſuit) and informs him 
of that which is every way calculated ro make him 
happy, as that in which he is intereſted by the free 
favour of God in Chriſt Jeſus. To make him 
happy in an infinitely ſuperior way to that of all the 
momentary pleaſures inthe things of this time ſtate, 
laying before him the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, 
and the eternal purpoſe of grace treaſured up in him 
concerning mankind, at once to rouſe his beſotted 
faculties, attract his attention, and engage his heart 
and affection to the object it exhibits, evem Jeſus, as 

his 
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his God and Saviour. In a word, the embaſſy of 
reconciliation looks every man hard in the face; 
every where, wherever it comes, and declares its 
meſſage of grace, which ends all anxiety, pleaſingly 
expands every faculty of the mind, and adminiſters 
ſuperior bliſs to any that can ever be poſſibly known 
in © the pleaſures of ſin or treaſures of Egypt,” 
ſpeaking hard and harſh to none, but ſuch as affrent 
its addreſſes, and continue to rejeft its meſſage. —The 
dreadful portion of Dives moſt ſurely awaits fuch— 
Andit gives a proſpect and ſure hope of future hap- 
pineſs, and a reſurrection to eternal life through Jeſus 
Chriſt, and expoſtulates with all men wherever it 
has a hearing, ſaying by its matter and form, * Be 
ye reconciled to God,” He is at peace with man- 
kind in Chriſt Jeſus, in whom he reconciled the 
world unto himſelf. | 

Now to God Almighty, in the plurality of cha- 
racer, Father, Word, and Holy Spirit, as Jehovah 
Man, the object of confidence and ſure truſt, be 
ll praiſe and glory aſcribed for ever, halaluia. Amen, 


THE END. 


| Pablifted by the ſame Author, 
Price ONE SHILLIN OC, 
YSTERY BABYLON ENCOMPASSED FOR UTTER 
| DESTRUCTION; or, Maria de Fleury's Antinomianiſm 
unmaſked, auſwe ted. 


OBSERVATION, 

A Pamphlet has been written by M. De F. which fhe calls, 
* Falſchood examined at the Bar of Truth ;” but if it deſerves 
any name, it is quite the reverſe to this, viz. TRUTH examined 
AT THE Baz or FALSEHOOD, This Pamphlet, I ſay, con- 
tains no anſwer to any one argument of mine, nor one proof that 
I have miſuſcd, or miſapplied one Sctipture text. So her exple- 
tive title is the moſt ſuitable, viz. or a Farewell to Mr.W. H. and 
Mr. T. J. However J have wrote ſome ſtrictures on this piece 
of M. De F's. from the place in it, where ſhe ſays, it in its follow- 
ing lines belongs to me, which ſtrictures I have by me, and ſhould 
very well like to have them printed, provided there was a proſ- 
pect of their ſale, or I could conveniently afford to give them 
away ; for though by the clemency of the government under 
which T live, I am privileged with the free uſe of the preſs, to 
declare my views of the Bible, and the knowledge it adminiſters, 
yet am ] not allowed to be read ; for thoſe called Paſtors, who 
think themſelves Lords and Sovereigns over their hearers, have, 
| I underſtand, warned their hearers not to read me, no, not upon 
any account ! becauſethey ſay I am a heretic. This warning of 
{ the Paſtors intimates one of the two following things, that they 
are apprehenſive they themſelves are wrong, and are liable to be 
diſcorered of their hearers, and thereby their craft be in danger; or, 

if 


if they really think me wrong, that their hearers are ſuch novices, 
that they are not capable of diſcerning between truth and error, 
or are not ſo well eſtabliſhed in truth, but they may be captivated 
by error; if ſo, why do not they ſpeak of truth in ſuch a manner 
as ſhall tend to their eſtabliſhment ? if not capable, why aſſume 


the office of paſtors? 

' Before I wrote, it was aſked, * Why don't he publiſh his ſenti- 
ments? he will ſoon be anſwered ;” and it was boaſted that an an- 
ſwer was preparing for my Book, immediately after its publica- 
tion, but it has not yet come to light. I have ſapped their foun- 
dation, and ſhewed it to be corruption. Let them defend 
themſelves if they can, I am ready to examine. 


THOMAS JONES, 
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